Worthy Faithful Navigator’s,

Let’s make May the month for holding a Patriotic Prayer or Rosary event at a National, State, or Local Cemetery. Because these grounds are considered "national shrines," there may be specific protocols to ensure that all events remain dignified and do not interfere with daily burial services.

Here is the step-by-step guide to organizing your event.

1. Identify the Correct Authority
National cemeteries are managed by different agencies. Your first step is identifying which one oversees your local site: 
For the United State of America
· VA National Cemeteries: Managed by the National Cemetery Administration (NCA). This includes most of the 150+ locations across the U.S. https://www.cem.va.gov/find-cemetery/
· Arlington National Cemetery: Managed by the Department of the Army (has stricter, unique protocols).
· State Veterans Cemeteries: Managed by the individual state (VA-funded, but state-run).
For Canada
· National Field of Honour (Pointe-Claire, QC): Canada's primary military cemetery.
· Veterans' Sections in Public Cemeteries: Most Canadian veterans are buried in dedicated "Legion" or "Veterans" sections of local municipal cemeteries.
· National Historic Sites: Some sites (like the Beechwood Cemetery in Ottawa, which contains the National Military Cemetery) have specific federal oversight.
For Mexico
· Panteón Militar (Mexico City): This is the most formal site. It is managed by the Secretaría de la Defensa Nacional (SEDENA).
· Panteones Civiles (Local): Most veterans in other states are buried in municipal cemeteries. In these cases, you only need permission from the Ayuntamiento (Local City Council) or the Director of the Cemetery.
For Philippines
· Libingan ng mga Bayani (Taguig): This is the primary national cemetery. It is under the administration of the Grave Services Unit (GSU) of the Philippine Army, with oversight from PVAO.
· Mausoleo de los Veteranos de la Revolución (Manila North Cemetery): Managed by the City of Manila but holds significant national historical status.
· Provincial Veterans Cemeteries: Managed by local government units in coordination with the local military command.



2. Request a "Special Event" Permit
You cannot simply show up with a large group for a formal program. You must coordinate with the Cemetery Director.
· Contact the Office: Call the main administrative office of the cemetery at least 30–60 days in advance.
· Submit a Proposal: Most directors will ask for a written request detailing:
· The purpose of the event (e.g., "Patriotic Rosary for Veterans").
· Expected number of attendees.
· Required equipment (e.g., a small portable podium or a few chairs for the elderly).
· Requested location (often the Committal Shelter or a Memorial Path).
3. Logistical Constraints to Expect
To maintain the "shrine" atmosphere, the following rules usually apply:
· Time Limits: Events are typically capped at 20–30 minutes if held in a Committal Shelter to ensure they don't overlap with scheduled funerals.
· No Political Activity: While the prayer can be "Patriotic," it must be strictly non-partisan. No political banners, speeches, or campaign materials are permitted.
· Sound/Noise: Use of amplified sound is usually restricted or must be kept at a very low decibel level so as not to disturb families at nearby gravesites.
· Parking: Large groups may be required to carpool or park in designated "overflow" areas to keep the main roads clear for funeral corteges.
4. Structuring a "Patriotic Rosary"
For a Fourth Degree or Assembly-led event, a common structure includes:
· The Intentions: Dedicate each decade of the Rosary to a specific branch of the military or to the souls of those interred in that specific cemetery.
· Music: Patriotic hymns like "Eternal Father, Strong to Save" or "God Bless America" are standard, but should be sung a cappella or with very light accompaniment if permitted.
· Color Guard: If your Assembly is providing a Color Guard, clear this with the Director first. Some cemeteries prefer that uniforms be limited to specific designated areas.

Please don’t forget to invite all of the councils and its members that represent your Assembly area to participate in this Patriotic Prayer.

Ron Boyce, PSD, 4th Degree Director of Programs


Draft Letter to Cemetery Director

[Your Name/Title] [Your Organization Name, e.g., K of C Assembly #] [Your Phone Number] [Your Email]

[Date]

Cemetery Director [Name of National Cemetery] [Cemetery Address]
RE: Request to Hold a Non-VA Sponsored Patriotic Rosary Ceremony

Dear Director [Director’s Last Name],

On behalf of [Organization Name], I am writing to formally request permission to conduct a Patriotic Rosary prayer service at [Cemetery Name] on [Requested Date].
Our organization holds a deep reverence for the National Cemetery as a national shrine. The purpose of this event is to offer a peaceful prayer service dedicated to the memory of the veterans interred here and to the continued safety of those currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Event Details:
· Proposed Date: [Date, e.g., Saturday, May 23, 2026]
· Requested Location: [e.g., The Committal Shelter or The Assembly Area/Flagpole]
· Start/End Time: [e.g., 10:00 AM – 10:30 AM]
· Setup/Breakdown Time: [e.g., Arriving at 9:45 AM; fully vacated by 10:45 AM]
· Estimated Attendance: [e.g., 25–30 people]
· Sequence of Events: A brief introduction, followed by the recitation of the Rosary with patriotic intentions for each branch of the military, and concluding with a moment of silence.

We understand and agree to abide by all National Cemetery Administration regulations. Specifically, we provide written assurance that:

1. This event is strictly non-partisan and will not include any political orations, placards, or banners.
2. The service will be conducted with the highest level of decorum and decency to ensure no disruption to any funeral services or visitors.
3. We will use only the equipment approved by your office (e.g., handheld programs) and will ensure the area is left in pristine condition.

I would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this request further or provide any additional information needed for your review. Thank you for your time and for your dedication to our nation's heroes.

Vivat Jesus,

